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Overview 

• What is ICD-10? 

• Why is ICD-9 changing? 

• Areas of Improvements  
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Overview 

What is ICD-10- CM?   

• The World Health Organization’s (WHO) 
International Classification of Diseases has 
served the healthcare community for over a 
century. The United States implemented 
the current version (ICD-9) in 1979. While 
most industrialized countries moved to ICD-
10 a number of years ago, the United 
States is just now transitioning with a final 
compliance date of October 1, 2015. 

Sticky Note:  

ICD-10-CM means that each 

diagnosis that a human being may 

have is given a code number 

designation that describes that 

disease, condition, or illness. ICD-

10-CM codes do not describe the 

services performed, just the 

medical condition.  

 

• The WHO’s ICD-10 is a classification 
system for diagnosis codes only, which does 
not contain a procedural code set.  

• ICD-10-CM (International Classification 
of Diseases -10th Revision-Clinical 
Modification) is a US clinical modification 
of the WHO’s ICD-10, developed to 
support US health information needs.  

• ICD-10-CM is designed for classifying and 
reporting diseases in all US healthcare 

settings. 
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Overview 

Why is 
ICD-9 
Changing? 

ICD-9 is more than 30 years old  

It cannot be expanded for new diseases 

Payers cannot pay claims fairly using ICD-9, since 
the classification does not accurately reflect 
current technology 

The healthcare industry cannot accurately 
measure the quality of care using ICD-9 
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• There are more total code sets in ICD-10-CM, 

however: 

– 50% are related to the musculoskeletal system 

– 25% are related to fractures 

– 36% distinguish ‘right’ vs. ‘left’ 

Clinical areas most effected ICD-9-CM code ICD-10-CM code 

Fractures 747 17099 

Poisoning and toxic effects 244 4662 

Pregnancy related conditions 1104 2155 

Brain injury 292 574 

Diabetes 69 239 

Mood related disorders 78 71 

Overview 

Source: Health Data Consulting 
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Overview 

Quality Measurement 

Greater detail to accommodate 

new diagnoses, technologies and 

procedures 

Public Health 

More effective at capturing 

health diseases and 

reporting disease spread 

Research  

Improvement in 

classifying nature of 

injuries 

Reimbursement 

Better justification of 

medical necessity, fewer 

gray areas in coding 

Greater specificity means improvements in: 
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Overview 

Setting Date used ICD-10 Code Set Claims 

Processing 
 

Ambulatory 
 

Date of Service 

(DOS) 

 

ICD-10-CM  

(diagnosis codes) 

 

DOS prior to 10/1/2015 use ICD-9-CM 

DOS on or after 10/1/2015 use ICD-10-CM 

Physician 

Services 
Date of Service 

(DOS) 
ICD-10-CM  

(diagnosis codes) 
DOS prior to 10/1/2015 use ICD-9-CM 

DOS on or after 10/1/2015 use ICD-10-CM 

Hospital 

Inpatient 
Date of 

Discharge 

(DOD) 

ICD-10-CM  

(diagnosis codes) 

 

ICD-10-PCS 

(procedure codes) 

DOD (through date) prior to 10/1/2015 use 

ICD-9-CM 

 

DOD (through date) on or after 10/1/2015 

use ICD-10 CM/PCS 

Sticky Note:  

ICD-10-CM claims submission is based 

on the setting and date of service for 

which services are provided. 

 

Claims cannot be submitted with ICD-

10 codes prior to 10/1/2015. 

 

The table below details which code 

set (I9 vs. I10) should be submitted on 

a claim based on the type of setting.   

ICD-10 Claims Submission 

ICD-10-PCS replaces ICD-9-CM Volume 3 

to report hospital inpatient resource 

utilization. Does not affect physician CPT 

reported services  
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Specificity of ICD-10-CM 

• Documentation Impacts 
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Specificity of ICD-10-CM 
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Specificity of ICD-10 
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Specificity of ICD-10 
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Specificity of ICD-10 
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Specificity of ICD-10 
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Specificity of ICD-10 

Acuity 6. 
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Specificity of ICD-10 
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Specificity of ICD-10 
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Documenting in ICD-10-CM 
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Structure of ICD-10-CM 

• ICD-9 vs. ICD-10 

• Code structure 

• New Features 
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Structure of ICD-10-CM 

ICD-9 vs. ICD-10 
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 Structure of ICD-10-CM Sticky Note: 

• The ICD-10-CM 

Code Book has 21 

chapters. 

• Each chapter 

represents a 

designated block of 

codes, i.e. Neoplasms 

C00-D49 
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Structure of ICD-10-CM 

ICD-10 characters and extension 
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Key Documentation Impacts 

• 7 Key Documentation Principles 

• Inadequate & Improved Documentation Examples 
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7 Key Documentation Elements 

 

 

1. Disease or disorder site ( location and laterality) 

2. Acuity and/or encounter status of  treatment 

3. Etiology, causative agent or disease type 

4. Underlying and associated conditions 

5. Manifestations 

6. Complications or adverse events 

7. Supporting info such as lab or socioeconomic 

indicators 

7 Key Documentation Impacts in ICD-10 

Remember: Not all conditions require all seven 

documentation principles, but these are simply the ones 

that appear most often in the ICD-10 code set. 

Remember: Not all conditions 

require all seven documentation 

principles, but these are simply the 

ones that appear most often in the 

ICD-10 code set. 
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7 Key Documentation Elements 

 

 

1. 
Disease Site 
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7 Key Documentation Elements 

 

 

2. 
Acuity 



Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta 

7 Key Documentation Elements 

 

 

3. Disease Type 
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7 Key Documentation Elements 

 

 

3. 

Cont. 
Etiology 
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7 Key Documentation Elements 

 

 

4. 
Underlying or associated conditions 
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7 Key Documentation Elements 

5. 
Manifestations 
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7 Key Documentation Elements 

 

 

6. 
Complications or adverse effects 
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7 Key Documentation Elements 

7. Supporting Lab or Socioeconomic 

Indicators 
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Epilepsy 

Inadequate & Improved Documentation 
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Asthma 

Inadequate and Improved Documentation 
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Assessment: 

1. Influenza. 

2. Speech disturbance. 

3. Sinusitis. 

4. Otitis media with perforated 

tympanic membrane.  

Assessment: 

1. Influenza A. 

2. Laryngitis. 

3. Acute maxillary sinusitis. 

4. Left otitis media with left central 

perforated tympanic membrane.  

 

Influenza 

Inadequate & Improved Documentation 

The following documentation improvements are needed for ICD-10: type, 
site, acuity, manifestations and laterality. 
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ICD-10 and the 

Physician 

• A Physician’s Role in ICD-10 

• Changes impacting Primary Care 

• Most Common Pediatric Codes 

• ICD-10 Physician Benefits 
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ICD-10 and the Physician 

A Physician’s Role in ICD-10-CM 
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ICD-10 and the Physician  

• ICD-10 includes a whole slew of codes for headaches. For example when a patient presents with 
a migraine, providers will have to specify whether it’s common, hemiplegic, persistent, chronic, 
ophthalmologic, abdominal, or menstrual. Many of the codes in the headache section also 
require additional documentation that was not previously required.  

1.Headaches 

• Today, one in 10 people report symptoms of depression to their doctor. As a result, depression 
codes have been expanded in ICD-10, and providers will have to document in detail additional 
features such as single episode versus recurrent, mild, moderate, or severe, and in partial or full 
remission. 

2. Depression 

• For pediatric and family-medicine providers, earaches are often a daily occurrence. ICD-10 
includes various codes to denote specific forms of a middle-ear infection. Physicians must 
document acute vs. chronic, laterality, and associated perforated tympanic membrane. 

3. Ear Infection 

Changes for Primary Care 
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ICD-10 and the Physician  

• Physicians must now document whether the diabetes is Type 1, Type 2, drug-or-chemical- 
induced, or due to an underlying condition. They will also have to document the specific 
underlying, the specific drug or toxin, as well as the use of insulin. ICD-10 gets into the “nitty-
gritty” about diabetes, so a careful review of diabetes codes is recommended.     

4. Diabetes 

• Asthma is yet another diagnosis that has been increasing over the years and has been 
expanded in ICD-10. Physicians must document whether the asthma is mild intermittent, mild 
persistent, moderate persistent or severe persistent. In addition, they must specify whether the 
asthma is uncomplicated, with acute exacerbation, or with status asthmaticus.  

5. Asthma 

• Primary-care providers may want to take note of some new codes related to factors that 
influence health status and contact with health services. These are not going to show up in a code 
mapping process but are relevant. For example, codes Z55 through Z65 pertain to health 
hazard related to socioeconomic and psychosocial circumstances.  

6. Health Status & Services 

Changes for Primary Care 



Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta 

Most Common Pediatric Diagnosis Codes 

(From AAP Coding Newsletter) 
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Most Common Pediatric Diagnosis Codes 

(From AAP Coding Newsletter) 
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ICD-10 and Physician 

DATA 
• ICD-10 expands the quality of data that is minded and reported, which in 

turn can help to improve patient care. 

• Once ICD-10 data is gathered for a number of years, researches will have 

information that provides more specifics to compare. This allows conclusions to 

be drown that will help improve the care our patients receive. 

• ICD-10 provides us a better means to collect data about our patients, which 

details disease progression and treatment efficacy.  

 

Monitoring 
• ICD-10 greater level of specificity may help in the prevention of fraud and 

abuse. It makes it more difficult for ICD-10 users to assign diagnosis from severe 

disease categories without proper documentation.  

 

Reimbursement 
• Since ICD-10 provides a more accurate clinical picture of the care 

provided, misinterpretation by third parties, such as auditors, payers and 

attorney may be avoided.  

 

 

ICD-10 Physician Benefits: 
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Conclusion 

 

 


