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A son’s food allergy inspires  
his family to give back
Like many families in Atlanta, Jeff and Jen Hammill 
were first introduced to Children’s Healthcare of 
Atlanta through a visit to the emergency room. 
“Children’s always made the care of the child the 
number one priority,” said Jeff, “Down to valet 
parking, there’s so much understanding for frantic 
parents. Their focus is just on the child’s well-being.”  
 
Jeff and Jen met at Miami University in Ohio. Though both are originally from the Midwest, they consider 
Atlanta home. It is where they are raising their three kids, Katie, 12, Abby, 10, and Andrew, 7. The Hammills 
initially felt driven to give to Children’s after experiencing exceptional care in their visits to the Emergency 
Departments and Urgent Care Centers. “We knew we had somewhere we could go that we trusted,” Jen said, 
“and among our friends and family members, we saw the impact Children’s has on families. We wanted to help 
it be there for everyone in the community.”

Over the years, the Hammills have supported various needs at Children’s, including funds for new beds and 
equipment at Hughes Spalding hospital. During that time, they experienced a life-changing event in their 
family when their son, Andrew, was diagnosed with a life-threatening allergy to peanuts. As they learned more 
about Andrew’s allergy, they developed a passion for advancing education about all types of food allergies.

“Going through the process of adjusting to a food allergy and learning what life is going to be like for Andrew 
was stressful,” Jen said. “We saw a need for more education on the topic as we sought resources and found 
that not many exist.”

The Hammills collaborated with Hughes Spalding staff to identify the audience for whom food allergy 
education would make the biggest impact. They learned about the training and classes general practitioners 
go through to maintain their accreditation. Since general practitioners are often who people turn to for initial 
information on allergies, the Hammills decided to focus on their food and allergy education. 

“The number of kids with food allergies has increased so much,”Jen said. “We would love to see a cure at 
some point, but in the meantime it’s important to advance education.”

The Hammills’ gift will plant the seeds for an ongoing food allergy education program that will continue to 
grow with the needs of doctors and families. Contact Kelly Brown-Morris at kelly.morris@choa.org for more 
information about getting involved in or making a contribution to this program.  

Pictured left to right: Jen, Abby, Andrew, Katie and Jeff Hammill
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Children’s in the community 
On March 20, nearly 50 Children’s employees braved the cold temperatures 
to help patients race 13.1 miles in the 2016 Publix Georgia Half Marathon. 
Current and former patients made up some of the 27 “in-chair athletes” who 
competed in the race as part of the Children’s and Kyle Pease Foundation 
team. Twelve-year-old Sherry Adams was among those athletes. Sherry has 
cerebral palsy and spastic quadriplegia that affects all four of her limbs. 
She has been under the care of teams at Children’s since she was a baby. 
According to her mother, Sherry couldn’t wait to participate, even though she 
wasn’t quite sure what to expect.

Children’s employees, including Chief Administrative Officer Linda Matzigkeit, 
served as “push athletes,” for patients, including Sherry, running the entire 
race while pushing specially designed wheelchairs. Volunteering as “pit crew”  
members, some employees arrived as early as 4:30 a.m. to help get the 
patients ready for the race. At the corner of Virginia Ave. and North Highland 
Ave., other Children’s employees set up a special cheer station to give these 
athletes a boost.

“I was inspired by all of the in-chair athletes,” Linda said. “It was a great 
experience to help them compete and cross the finish line.”
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Expand the circle
As a Children’s Circle of Care 

member, you have learned 

firsthand about the rewards of 

making a difference in the lives 

of children.

Help us by continuing to  

convey to your friends and  

family the vital role they can  

play in enhancing young lives.

The Children’s Circle of Care 

giving levels include:

Circle of Imagination 
 $10,000 to $24,999

Circle of Promise 
$25,000 to $49,999

Circle of Courage 
$50,000 to $99,999

Circle of Strength 
$100,000 to $499,999

President’s Circle of Discovery 
$500,000 to $999,999

Chairman’s Circle of Vision 
$1 million and greater

Visit choa.org/circleofcare  
or contact Cindy Wesley at 
cindy.wesley@choa.org or 
404-785-7371 to learn how  
you can spread the word.
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‘Before and After’ photo series 
Our Dedicated to All Better blog post “Before and After: Photo Series Shows 

Kids Thriving Thanks to Heart, Kidney and Liver Transplants” features striking 

before-and-after images of patients who received organ transplants at 

Children’s. Just days after going live, this emotional photo series generated 

strong traction through traditional and social media.  

Visit dedicatedtoallbetter.org to view the post.  
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Save the date

Mark your calendar for these 2016 Circle of Care 
opportunities:

Fun Factory
Wednesday, Aug. 24, 10:30 a.m. to noon; 

Tuesday, Nov. 1, 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

A volunteer opportunity for Circle of 

Care members to interact with patients 

through arts, crafts and games

What’s Up Doc? 
Tuesday, Nov. 1 

8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

A behind-the-scenes look at Children’s that will feature a presentation 

about the new Ambulatory Care Center (ACC), Q&A and tour by  

a leading physician

Annual reception
Tuesday, Oct. 4  

6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Annual celebration at the newly renovated Atlanta History Center 

with special guest hosts David Greene, Jon Stinchcomb and Matt 

Stinchcomb 
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“We were so inspired by the 
dedication, caring, compassion 
and commitment of everyone 
we met at the Aflac Cancer 
and Blood Disorders Center. 
We have six children and 14 
grandchildren. We have been 
fortunate in never having to 
experience what these patients’ 
families are experiencing. 
Sometimes we feel what we do 
to help is a drop in a bucket, 
but together we are all making 
a difference in these children’s 
lives.” 

Steve and Lisa Perry,  
Circle of Care members since 2002

BECAUSE

If you wish to opt out of future communications from the Children’s Foundation,  
please visit choa.org/preferences.

As a not-for-profit organization, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta produces materials in-house  
using the most cost-efficient paper and printing techniques.
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Calendar of events
John Smoltz Braves Celebrity-Am 
Sunday, Aug. 14 to Monday, Aug. 15 
choa.org/smoltz

Summer Sizzle
Friday, Aug. 26 
choa.org/summersizzle

The Big Deal
Saturday, Sept. 17
choa.org/thebigdeal

Strong Legs Run
Saturday, Nov. 5
choa.org/stronglegsrun


